
Host Families Needed for Rotary International Youth Exchange 

 
If you have room in your home and space in your 
heart, please consider serving as a host family for 
our Hollis-Brookline Rotary Club international 
exchange student for school year 2022-23. 

 
Our incoming student will live with two families 

that will host five months each, one from mid-to- 

late August through January, and the second 

family from January through mid-June. Single- 

person homes to families with multiple siblings 

can all serve as loving and learning experiences 

for an exchange student. And you, in return, will 

also experience love and learning, insight and 

new understanding that can expand your  world 

in many ways. 

 
Our exchange student will likely be enrolled as a junior at HBHS. If you can imagine being that age and 
dropped into a foreign country to go to school, take classes in another language and adapt to the new 
culture and expected norms, it takes a person with confidence, a sense of adventure and the ability to 
learn and adapt quickly. Our exchange students are all that and more. He or she will fully participate in 
classes and may participate with various school sport teams or other school groups. They are here to try 
all sorts of new experiences of life in New Hampshire. Including a loving host family experience. 

 
Essentially, he or she would become like a son or daughter to you and as a brother or sister to your own 
children while in your home. They would participate with household chores and family responsibilities, 
and you would provide the same for him as you would your own (although the Rotary club does provide 
a monthly allowance to the student for personal expenses). Even though a student may be old enough 
to drive, exchange students in our program are prohibited from driving, so transportation would be part 
of their needs. We have several club members who can help with that as well. 

 
Hosting an exchange student is fun, educational, and mostly it’s incredibly inspiring. It’s how we all can 
contribute to building a world with better understanding and respect between people and cultures. 
We’re betting that you too will have similar feelings of passion about this program and the life-changing 
experiences it gives everyone involved. And you may discover as well that the relationship created will 
long outlast the time your student is here with you. 
 
Explore more about the Rotary Youth Exchange program here: exchangestudent.org 

 
The need to find families for the coming school year is on-going and urgent. We are happy to share 
more information if you’d like to explore further. Please reply to exchange@HBRotary.org, or call 978- 
743-6334 and we’ll arrange a call. We're looking forward to talking! 

 
Julie Rowland and Dick Mills 
HB Rotary Youth Exchange Committee 

In August 2016, host families and Rotarians greet 
Agathe, the HB Rotary exchange student, as she arrives 



A Life in a Year: A Letter From a Rotary Exchange Student 
 

By Agathe Chevrier  

When I was asked to write about my exchange 
year and what was left of it in my life after five 
years (well. three years because I fully intend to 
erase covid from my memory), I wondered what I 
could say that wouldn’t bore you out. There are so 
many of us exchange students, and we’re living 
pretty much the same incredible experience. 

My name is Agatha. I’m French, and that meant in 
the world I was supposed to love only one thing. 
And that is cheese. To live in the US for ten 
months wasn’t a challenge. It was a near-death 
experience. But I live to tell the story. 

Long story short, I’ve wanted to make movies 
since I was a kid, and I knew I couldn’t reach that 
goal if I didn’t speak English. It was my first reason to choose to go to the US, and five years after I’m 
currently working at Netflix on the TV show Lupin. 

I was hosted by the Hollis Brookline Rotary club in 2016-17, when I was myself 16. I went to HBHS and 
was hosted by three host families. I can positively say they changed my life, and still do, for the better.  

Here’s our story. 

Now to be honest, the start of my exchange was 
the start of a life out of the ordinary. I mean that I 
began seeing it with a different perspective. Have 
you tried going through a day as if nothing was 
obvious? Observing the way people greet each 
other, smile, laugh, talk, react, think. The ways to 
be kind, to be angry, to be happy. That was my 
daily American life.  

To see life with wonder is the greatest adventure. I 
began saying yes to every opportunity, without 
expecting the outcome, and I have never stopped. 
And really, life isn’t so serious that we should fear 
to be disappointed or to disappoint others. 

So I went back to France and had a terrible time with high school because no one seemed to think that 
America was the greatest place on earth (I maybe oversold it). I graduated first of my class and entered 
one of France’s three national film schools: La CinéFabrique. The cut was 35 out of 1200. I do believe 
that I got in because the love and support from all my host families and friends (wherever they came 
from) made me feel confident enough to believe in my own chances (and as a side note, I felt successful 
already because I could feel their pride for even trying to do what I wanted). 

My friends from the soccer team at HBHS. 

My host moms: Erika, Nicole and Jeanette. 



I’m aiming to be a producer. That means I 
try to make movies happen (mostly by 
finding money, and people to give it to). 
What I love about it is that I get to fight for 
what I believe in, every day.  

Empathy is going to make the world a 
better place. 

I don’t think the Rotary Youth Exchange 
Program is only a way to travel and explore 
a foreign culture. It’s above all, living with 
and meeting people who are different 
(sometimes opposite) from ourselves, and 
more especially through Rotary, people 
who are open to difference. I mean that as 
a compliment to all of you (wink to future 
host families), and also as something never 
to forget: inside we’re all the same. That’s where the power of cinema comes from anyway. From 
characters who bring us both beyond ourselves and our small reality, and closer to understanding our 
own heart and humanity, at the same time.  

This year is the year I graduate college, and I work internships in various production companies too. Ted 
Sarandos, world CEO of Netflix, happened to visit our school in September. As I was the only fluent 
English-speaking person, I found myself leading the visit and trying my jokes on him (you can imagine 
THAT went well). We even showed him a few short films we made and earned his praise on a short film I 
produced. If you’re interested you can watch it here: https://vimeo.com/578022959 (password: 
SmartInsect). There are subtitles available (click on cc). 

That same week I was selected to be part of 
Lupin. I’m not sure what will happen next 
and I absolutely love it! What’s for sure is 
that I have a ton of different people to 
meet. 

To anyone who thinks about hosting an 
exchange student: don’t overthink this. Do 
it. Not only because you can show your 
culture and language, you will have a bond 
with a kid from the other side of the planet 
for years to come. I can’t promise you it will 
be perfect, far from it. But you might make a 
huge difference in a teenager’s life and 
rescue them when they lock themselves in a 
bathroom and don’t know how to come out. It’s the small things that make every day beautiful. And you 
might actually learn some stuff along the way ;)  
 

Here presenting a project I produced to an audience for the 

first time. 

Ted Sarandos (R), world CEO of Netflix, reviewed my 

short film during his visit to my school. 



I would give anything to return to my exchange year though; it’s my most cherished memories. It’s silly 
to even try, but thank you to my host families: Nicole, Mike, Emma, Patrick and Hanna Close; Erika, Jeff, 
Emma and Adelaide MacDonald; and Jeannette, Jackie, Stephanie, Kevin and Kristen Hallerman for the 
life you have given me so generously. And to Julie Rowland, who was my counselor in Hollis. I love you. 
 
To read more about Agatha's Life in a Year, visit her blog: https://agathasadventure.wordpress.com/ 
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